CITy OF

OGALES

HONORABLE ARTURO R. GARINO

July 24,2012

The Honorable Lamar Smith

Chairman, House Committee on the Judiciary

2409 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman;

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

During the House Committee on the Judiciary’s Full Committee Hearing on Oversight of the
Department of Homeland Security on July 19, 2012, Congressman Jason Chaffetz, UT-3"
District, claimed to cite crime statistics from the City of Nogales, Arizona Police Department.
This letter is to demonstrate that the statistics cited by Congressman Chaffetz were inaccurate
and to bring to light the negative economic impact such false claims have on the City of Nogales,
the states of Arizona, Utah, and Texas, and the entire nation.

Congressman Chaffetz claimed the following statistics from the City of Nogales Police
Department from 2009-2010:

Burglary up 82%

Thefts up 113%

Thefts from Auto up 132%
Grand Theft Auto up 72%
Aggravated Assault up 76%
Assaults up 81%

Damage to Property up 81%

According to the City of Nogales Police Department Records Division, the statistics for these

crimes between 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 are as follows:

2009-2010
Burglary DOWN 18%
Theft up 13%
Theft from Auto up 32%
Grand Theft Auto DOWN 30%
Aggravated Assault DOWN 23%
Assaults DOWN 19%
Damage to Property DOWN 19%
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2010-2011
Burglary up 1%
Theft DOWN 16%
Theft from Auto DOWN 56%
Grand Theft Auto DOWN 25%
Aggravated Assault unchanged at 0%
Assaults DOWN 14%
Damage to Property DOWN 8%
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The verifiable statistics outlined above prove that the majority of Congressman Chaffetz’
assertions are false and inflammatory as it pertains to the City of Nogales. Furthermore, the trend
over the past two years has seen a further decrease in these crimes, contrary to the comments of
Congressman Chaffetz. These misstatements need to be corrected. All Nogales Police
Department crime statistics are accessible easily on the Nogales City website at
www.nogalesaz.gov. We are committed to the safety of our residents and all our visitors.

Spreading false rumors and false statistics about Nogales, Arizona has a severe damaging effect
on our local economy. Current unemployment is approaching 20%, more than double the
national and State of Arizona averages. What used to be a thriving tourism industry has
decreased dramatically over the past decade.

Circulating untrue claims about the safety and quality of life in Nogales further reduces our
attractiveness for new industrial growth and local economic sustainability. This harmful
perception negatively impacts not only Nogales and its residents, but the states of Arizona, Utah,
Texas, and the entire nation. The people, manufactured goods, and fresh produce that move
through the ports of entry at Nogales and the entire Southwest are vitally important to
Americans’ quality of life and economic vitality.

Given that we are a small community with limited resources, it is nearly impossible to combat
the negative fallout of these false claims, and scores of others, that are accepted as doctrine from
the media and honorable representatives of our nation. The record must be set straight, and the
sensationalized political rhetoric surrounding our community must be subdued in order to protect
our local and national economic wellbeing.

I would like to invite you, Congressman Chaffetz, and the entire House Committee on the
Judiciary to visit our beautiful community. Here they can see for themselves the safe
environment and the rich cultural diversity that make Nogales such a great place to live, work,
and play. Additionally, I offer to travel to Washington, D.C. to testify before you and your
Committee and present the realities of our community. Finally, the City of Nogales recently
hosted an Ad Hoc Congressional Committee Hearing a few months ago in our City Council
Chambers, and we would be happy to do so again at your request.

Mr. Chairman, I greatly appreciate your attention to this very critical issue and hope that this
letter will serve to set the record straight — Nogales is a safe community.

Best regards,

AN ¢

Arturo R. Garino
Mayor, City of Nogales

Cc:  The Honorable Barack Obama, President

Page 2 of 3



The Honorable Jan Brewer, Governor

The Honorable Janet Napolitano, Secretary, Department of Homeland Security
The Honorable John McCain; US Senate

The Honorable Jon Kyl, US Senate

The Honorable Raul Grijalva, US House of Representatives

The Honorable Ron Barber, US House of Representatives

The Honorable Jason Chaffetz, US House of Representatives

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr., US House of Representatives

The Honorable City Council, City of Nogales
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