
CHIEF SCIENCE OFFICER (CSO) STUDENT PANEL 

“Schools are setup to not allow students the option of failing. 
I learn most from figuring out why I failed and I wish schools 
would build more experimental learning.” 

CSO Johnathan  12th Grade  
Metro Tech High School • Phoenix, Arizona

“Being a CSO means networking with local industry and 
government to connect our schools. Our JEDI mentor from Orbital 
ATK is helping our school to introduce new science enrichment 
programs and I have met with  local city government to continue 
to highlight the importance of STEM education.” 

CSO Dhruv  11th Grade, Hamilton High School • Chandler, Arizona

“STEM programs allow students to be creative while making 
discoveries. When I have  a science-related job, I want to return 
to my school to share with students the importance of science. 
We need more people to help us get kids inspired because they 
will soon represent our country.”

CSO America  10th Grade, Alhambra High School • Phoenix, Arizona

“Some people hear about STEM and don’t know what it is or don’t 
care about it. I want to achieve an advanced CSO community 
that makes STEM enjoyable, excites people to learn and soak 
up the information that can change the world.”  

CSO Sage  6th Grade, Centerra Mirage STEM Academy 
Goodyear, Arizona

“As a young child, I had a light labeled STEM with no power to it. 
Being a CSO made me realize that there are kids who are younger 
than I whose STEM lights are dazzling. These kids have bright 
futures and they inspire me to keep on pushing to better my 
education, and to become someone that they can look up to.”

CSO Dominique  11th Grade, Casa Verde High School  
Casa Grande, Arizona

“I want to inspire children to take up careers in STEM. Children 
love to do hands-on experiments. I can motivate kids by  
my own progress (I made it this far!) I want others to take 
STEM seriously.” 

CSO Marie  7th Grade, Michael Anderson School • Avondale, Arizona

Arizona Chief Science 
Officer Stats:
• 64% 6-8th grade;  36% 

9-12th grade

• 70% located in Southwest 
and Central Phoenix 
Metropolitan Area  

• 58% nonwhite students 

• 53% Female 

• 138 Students from across 
the state representing 
78 schools from Prescott 
Valley, Avondale and 
Phoenix to Chandler, Mesa 
and Tucson! 

Find us online at 
chiefscienceofficers.org

What does a CSO do?
• On campus CSOs serve 

as the voice for STEM, 
identifying opportunities 
such as speakers, field 
trips, and science nights 
and ensuring such 
opportunities reflect the 
interests and desires of 
their peers. 

• Off campus, CSOs 
advocate for school STEM 
opportunities at city 
councils, school boards, and 
chambers of commerce. 

• Collectively, CSOs work with 
one another as a “cabinet” 
to collaboratively engage in 
the country’s conversations 
about STEM education 
and work on civic action 
projects.


