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I work every day to make sure our community has good jobs now and well into the future. By focusing on job creation and small businesses, we can re-energize our economy in a way that puts Arizona – and Americans everywhere – back to work. 
Small Business 

Small businesses are one of our country’s most powerful engines of opportunity and economic growth. The small business community in Arizona includes 107,490 small employers and 389,134 self-employed people. These entrepreneurs create jobs, bring innovative ideas to fruition, and help our economy expand.
Legislation I have introduced or cosponsored in the 112th Congress:

Border Infrastructure and Jobs Act – My bill establishes the Border Small Business Revitalization grant program, which will stimulate employment opportunities and capital investment in border communities. My bill also creates local jobs by mandating that at least 30% of labor for any federal contract or subcontract is performed by local subcontractor.
Small Business Credit Card Act – To help create jobs and rejuvenate our economy, I cosponsor this bill to protect small businesses from unfair interest rate changes, deceptive practices, and unnecessary fees.  

Small Business Lending Enhancement Act – During this difficult period in our economy, many small businesses need capital to stay afloat, remain competitive and continue to hire. I cosponsor the Small Business Lending Enhancement Act to raise business lending caps for credit unions and allow our small businesses to keep creating new jobs.

Make It in America Block Grant Program Act – This legislation provides small- and medium-sized manufacturers the resources they need to retool and retrofit their operations and train their workforce to transition to clean energy, high-technology, and advanced products.
Direct Assistance
 
In addition to writing and supporting legislation in Congress, I’ve hosted a variety of events to connect people and small businesses in Southern Arizona with resources they need to create jobs, maximize business opportunities and cost savings, access clean energy, find investment capital and meet other needs. 

Small Business Grant Writing Workshops:
April 5: Tucson workshop on federal business contracting opportunities for veteran-owned companies
March 15: Avondale grants workshop 
March 13: San Luis grants workshop
Small Business Trainings:

August 10, 2011: Tucson Small Business Administration microloan workshop

June 7, 2011: Tucson small business social media training 

February 25, 2011: Yuma small business social media training

Job Seeker Workshop and Job Fairs:
February 25, 2011: Somerton job seeker workshop 

August 23, 2011: Tucson green jobs fair

April 28, 2011: Nogales job fair
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