
  

May 16, 2022  

  

Arizona Regional Airspace EIS  

c/o Cardno  

501 Butler Farm Road, Suite H  

Hampton, VA 23666  

  

To Whom It May Concern,  
 

I write to express my concerns with the Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact 

Statement for Regional Special Use Airspace Optimization To Support Air Force Missions in 

Arizona.1 The changes to large flight training areas in Arizona and New Mexico, including my 

Congressional District, outlined in the Proposed Action by the U.S. Air Force will authorize 

military aircraft to fly lower, practice later at night, and cover more territory. As described in the 

Proposed Action, these policy shifts would have lasting impacts on dozens of communities, Tribal 

lands, and millions of acres of public lands. With this broad range of impacts in mind, I share many 

of the concerns expressed by my constituents since this proposal was first announced.  
 

First and foremost, the proposal would directly impact three tribal communities - the Tohono 

O’odham Nation, White Mountain Apache Tribe, and San Carlos Apache Tribe. Given this direct 

connection to tribal interests, I am concerned that there was not adequate consultation with Tribal 

governments prior to the proposals being presented to the public. The Air Force held a public 

meeting in Ajo near the Tohono O’odham Nation, but meetings were not held on or near the White 

Mountain or San Carlos Apache tribal lands. Furthermore, to my knowledge, there has not been 

direct consultation with any relevant tribal governments.  
 

There are also significant concerns about the increased noise that these actions would cause. This 

region is already exposed to higher amounts of noise pollution due to current Air Force operations.2 

Public Health experts and scientists have linked noise pollution directly to hearing loss, high blood 

pressure, heart attacks and strokes. As this process moves forward, the Air Force EIS must include 

an assessment on the impacts of noise, including sonic booms.   
 

In addition to the impacts on the human environment in Arizona, the Proposed Action will result 

in significant environmental impacts that need to be considered as this process moves forward. For 

example, the sweeping and dramatic effects on our state’s millions of acres of public land is a 

critical matter. Public land is part of what makes Southern Arizona such a desirable to live. These 

natural areas support clean air, provide clean water and habitat for an abundant array wildlife, 

many of which are threatened or engaged. In this regard, the proposed use of Chaff over Arizona 

airspace that includes Congressionally designated wilderness areas and other sensitive ecosystems 

is particularly alarming. The release of fiberglass material that will inevitably fall to the ground is 

a potential pollution risks that should be avoided. Moreover, the use of flares at lower elevations 

could exacerbate the risk of wildfire in arid regions which is why it’s important for the Air Force 

to comprehensibly assess and address wildfire risks.   

 
1 https://www.arizonaregionalairspaceeis.com/  
2 https://news.azpm.org/p/news-splash/2020/3/20/168048-noise-pollution-in-arizona/ 

https://www.arizonaregionalairspaceeis.com/
https://news.azpm.org/p/news-splash/2020/3/20/168048-noise-pollution-in-arizona/


 

While I appreciate the pandemic- related precautionary measures that were implemented to protect 

the health and safety of the public and team members during public meetings, I am disappointed 

in the lack of greater outreach to the general public that may be adversely impacted by these 

proposals. This is especially acute in Tucson which houses Davis-Monthan Air Force Base. People 

most impacted by these proposals must have a meaningful opportunity to participate in the 

planning process. In addition, there was no virtual meeting request apart from the pre-recorded 

virtual presentation which prevents individuals from being able to directly ask Air Force 

representatives questions as was possible during the open house format.   
 

Thank you for the you attention to the matters outlined above. I hope that all these concerns are 

considered as the Air Force considers its future use of Airspace in Arizona and the Southwestern 

United States. I look forward to your response and future correspondence during the ongoing 

planning for this proposal.    
 

Sincerely,  

  

Raúl M. Grijalva   

Member of Congress  
 


