
 

 

 

 

October 19, 2022 

 

General Charles Q. Brown, Jr. 

Air Force Chief of Staff 

1670 Air Force Pentagon 

Washington, DC 20330‐1670 

 

Dear General Brown, 

 

We are writing regarding the increasing need to protect Arizona’s precious groundwater supplies 

and asking that the United States Air Force initiate a Time Critical Removal Action to accelerate 

the cleanup of per‐ and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) contamination related in part to 

firefighting training and military mission‐related activities conducted by the Arizona Air 

National Guard 162nd Wing at the Morris Air National Guard base (ANGB) in Tucson, Arizona. 

We appreciate your dedication and attention to this issue. 

 

The Morris ANGB is a subsite of the larger federal Tucson International Airport Area Superfund 

Site. The Superfund Site was initially listed due to contaminants of concern in groundwater 

including volatile organic compounds (VOCs); mainly trichloroethylene (TCE). In addition, the 

162nd Wing has been identified as a likely contributor to PFAS in Tucson groundwater. To date, 

site investigations in Tucson confirm PFAS in groundwater in excess of 10,000 parts per trillion 

(ppt) near the Tucson International Airport and Davis Monthan Air Force Base (DMAFB). EPA 

Region 9 reports that these are the highest concentrations in the region. EPA’s newest interim 

health advisory level for one of the PFAS compounds (PFOA) is 0.004 ppt (one drop in 20,000 

Olympic pools).   

 

Significant concentrations of PFAS, well above the Lifetime Health Advisory issued by the 

Environmental Protection Agency in 2016, are moving off of the 162nd Wing site and towards 

the Tucson Airport Remediation Project (TARP) wellfields initially established to pump and 

treat TCE contaminated groundwater from the larger Superfund Site for use as drinking water. 

As the operator of the treatment system, Tucson Water, and subsequently, Tucsonans have taken 

on the additional cost to treat this water for PFAS as well. Unsafe levels of PFAS contamination 

led to a temporary shutdown of the TARP water treatment plant, and since November 2021 the 

TARP plant has discharged treated groundwater into the Santa Cruz River, reducing the area’s 

potable water supply by about 8%. In a recent conversation with the Air Force, it is reported that 

both EPA and ADEQ were told that the Air Force could not prioritize the site because the water 

was no longer being served as drinking water. The fact of the matter is that this contaminated 

groundwater is part of Tucson’s drinking water supply and has only been redirected out of 

necessity, therefore the reasoning is invalid.  

 

At the current pace, the implementation of solutions to address PFAS from the 162nd Wing site 

is unlikely to occur for several more years. Meanwhile, PFAS originating from the site, which 



has had the highest and most wide‐spread PFAS concentrations detected to date from the various 

subsites within the larger Superfund Site, continue to move toward the TARP wellfields. 

Increased concentrations have created a situation where water from the TARP plant may become 

unsafe for surface water discharge, risking a permanent shutdown of the plant, and a loss of 

capture of both the PFAS plume and other volatile organic compounds (VOCs) also treated by 

the TARP facility.  If polluted groundwater extends beyond the capture of the existing 

infrastructure, more wells and infrastructure will be needed to recapture the plume, in addition to 

the treatment of PFAS. 

 

The Air National Guard is only funded for their specific missions, and cannot legally or 

financially pay for immediate measures out of their overall funds. Urging the DOD to recognize 

the impact of PFAS at National Guard installations and their responsibility for it has been a 

continuing effort through the National Defense Authorization Act for the past several years. With 

severe drought and pending cuts to water supplies in Arizona, reliable sources of drinking water 

from groundwater are critical for southern Arizona communities. The time to act is now.  

 

Requiring Tucson citizens to foot the bill for treatment of groundwater contamination originating 

from a federal military site is unacceptable, and as we have seen in the case of other military 

installations, avoidable. When Luke Air Force Base confirmed the presence of PFAS in 

groundwater that served as source water for Valley Utilities Water Company in 2019, the DOD 

acted swiftly to install an effective PFAS treatment system in 2021. And DMAFB, in 

collaboration with ADEQ, has contributed funding to a pilot PFAS treatment system for an 

offsite PFAS groundwater plume that was investigated, designed, and constructed in 18 months. 

Therefore, there are examples where the U.S. Air Force has accelerated clean up and we believe 

that can occur here.  

 

We thank you for your consideration of this urgent request under all applicable rules and 

regulations. 

 

Sincerely, 

          

 

 

_____________________    _____________________          ______________________ 

Raúl M. Grijalva     Mark Kelly           Ann Kirkpatrick  

Member of Congress     United States Senator         Member of Congress 

 

 

     

_____________________    _____________________          

Tom O’Halleran     Greg Stanton 

Member of Congress                Member of Congress 


